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On the Essence of the Western Education from the Origin of University
LIU Dao-yu
(Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the natural and social scopes, there has generally been a process of matter from spontaneity to
self-consciousness. Generally speaking, the spontaneous change is evoked by the inner cause of a matter
and the spontaneous elements are just the seed of self-consciousness. In the same way, the birth of the
world’s earliest university was due to certain stages of social development, knowledge accumulation and
demand for talented personnel from the society. Our research in the origin of university aims to review the
background of the birth of university, probe into the characteristics of the early universities, compare the
differences of universities between China and the West, and then draw a conclusion that there is some valu-
able experience for reference in the reform and development of our higher education.

Key words: origin of university; western education; universities in China; essence of education
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